§612.2135

(g) Service organization means each
service organization authorized by sec-
tion 4.25 of the Act, and each unincor-
porated service organization formed by
one or more System institutions.

(r) Standards of Conduct Official
means the official designated under
§612.2170 of these regulations.

(s) Supervised institution is a term
which only applies within the context
of a System bank or an employee of a
System bank and refers to each asso-
ciation supervised by that bank.

(t) Supervising institution is a term
that only applies within the context of
an association or an employee of an as-
sociation and refers to the bank that
supervises that association.

(u) System institution and institution
mean any bank, association, or service
organization in the Farm Credit Sys-
tem, including the Farm Credit Banks,
banks for cooperatives, agricultural
credit banks, Federal land bank asso-
ciations, agricultural credit associa-
tions, Federal land credit associations,
production credit associations, the
Federal Farm Credit Banks Funding
Corporation, and service organizations.

§612.2135 Director and employee re-
sponsibilities and conduct—gen-
erally.

(a) Directors and employees of all
System institutions shall maintain
high standards of industry, honesty, in-
tegrity, impartiality, and conduct in
order to ensure the proper performance
of System business and continued pub-
lic confidence in the System and each
of its institutions. The avoidance of
misconduct and conflicts of interest is
indispensable to the maintenance of
these standards.

(b) To achieve these high standards
of conduct, directors and employees
shall observe, to the best of their abili-
ties, the letter and intent of all appli-
cable local, state, and Federal laws and
regulations and policy statements, in-
structions, and procedures of the Farm
Credit Administration and System in-
stitutions and shall exercise diligence
and good judgment in carrying out
their duties, obligations, and respon-
sibilities.
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§612.2140 Directors—prohibited
duct.

A director of a System institution
shall not:

(a) Participate, directly or indi-
rectly, in deliberations on, or the de-
termination of, any matter affecting,
directly or indirectly, the financial in-
terest of the director, any relative of
the director, any person residing in the
director’s household, any business
partner of the director, or any entity
controlled by the director or such per-
sons (alone or in concert), except those
matters of general applicability that
affect all shareholders/borrowers in a
nondiscriminatory way, e.g., a deter-
mination of interest rates.

(b) Divulge or make use of, except in
the performance of official duties, any
fact, information, or document not
generally available to the public that
is acquired by virtue of serving on the
board of a System institution.

(c) Use the director’s position to ob-
tain or attempt to obtain special ad-
vantage or favoritism for the director,
any relative of the director, any person
residing in the director’s household,
any business partner of the director,
any entity controlled by the director
or such persons (alone or in concert),
any other System institution, or any
person transacting business with the
institution, including borrowers and
loan applicants.

(d) Use the director’s position or in-
formation acquired in connection with
the director’s position to solicit or ob-
tain, directly or indirectly, any gift,
fee, or other present or deferred com-
pensation or for any other personal
benefit on behalf of the director, any
relative of the director, any person re-
siding in the director’s household, any
business partner of the director, any
entity controlled by the director or
such persons (alone or in concert), any
other System institution, or any per-
son transacting business with the insti-
tution, including borrowers and loan
applicants.

(e) Accept, directly or indirectly, any
gift, fee, or other present or deferred
compensation that is offered or could
reasonably be viewed as being offered
to influence official action or to obtain
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information that the director has ac-
cess to by reason of serving on the
board of a System institution.

(f) Knowingly acquire, directly or in-
directly, except by Iinheritance or
through public auction or open com-
petitive bidding available to the gen-
eral public, any interest in any real or
personal property, including mineral
interests, that was owned by the em-
ploying, supervising, or any supervised
institution within the preceding 12
months and that had been acquired by
any such institution as a result of fore-
closure or similar action; provided,
however, a director shall not acquire
any such interest in real or personal
property if he or she participated in
the deliberations or decision to fore-
close or to dispose of the property or in
establishing the terms of the sale.

(g) Directly or indirectly borrow
from, lend to, or become financially ob-
ligated with or on behalf of a director,
employee, or agent of the employing,
supervising, or a supervised institution
or a borrower or loan applicant of the
employing institution, unless:

(1) The transaction is with a relative
or any person residing in the director’s
household;

(2) The transaction is undertaken in
an official capacity in connection with
the institution’s discounting, lending,
or participation relationships with
OFls and other lenders; or

(3) The Standards of Conduct Official
determines, pursuant to policies and
procedures adopted by the board, that
the potential for conflict is insignifi-
cant because the transaction is in the
ordinary course of business or is not
material in amount and the director
does not participate in the determina-
tion of any matter affecting the finan-
cial interests of the other party to the
transaction except those matters af-
fecting all shareholders/borrowers in a
nondiscriminatory way.

(h) Violate an institution’s policies
and procedures governing standards of
conduct.

§612.2145 Director reporting.

(@) Annually, as of the institution’s
fiscal year end, and at such other times
as may be required to comply with
paragraph (c) of this section, each di-
rector shall file a written and signed
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statement with the Standards of Con-
duct Official that fully discloses:

(1) The names of any immediate fam-
ily members as defined in §620.1(e) of
this chapter, or affiliated organiza-
tions, as defined in §620.1(a) of this
chapter, who had transactions with the
institution at any time during the
year;

(2) Any matter required to be dis-
closed by §620.5(k) of this chapter; and

(3) Any additional information the
institution may require to make the
disclosures required by part 620 of this
chapter.

(b) Each director shall, at such inter-
vals as the institution’s board shall de-
termine is necessary to effectively en-
force this regulation and the institu-
tion’s standards-of-conduct policy
adopted pursuant to §612.2165, file a
written and signed statement with the
Standards of Conduct Official that con-
tains those disclosures required by the
regulations and such policy. At a min-
imum, these requirements shall in-
clude:

(1) The name of any relative or any
person residing in the director’s house-
hold, business partner, or any entity
controlled by the director or such per-
sons (alone or in concert) if the direc-
tor knows or has reason to know that
such individual or entity transacts
business with the institution or any in-
stitution supervised by the director’s
institution; and

(2) The name and the nature of the
business of any entity in which the di-
rector has a material financial interest
or on whose board the director sits if
the director knows or has reason to
know that such entity transacts busi-
ness with:

(i) The director’s institution or any
institution supervised by the director’s
institution; or

(ii) A borrower of the director’s insti-
tution or any institution supervised by
the director’s institution.

(¢) Any director who becomes or
plans to become involved in any rela-
tionship, transaction, or activity that
is required to be reported under this
section or could constitute a conflict of
interest shall promptly report such in-
volvement in writing to the Standards
of Conduct Official for a determination



